To our parents,
who first taught us the Gospel.

For our brothers and sisters at Parkside,
may God use the study of His Word to conform you to the image of His Son.
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Outline

I.

The Righteousness of God: Revealed (Romans 1:1-17)

II. The Righteousness of God: Needed (Romans 1:18-3:20)
III. The Righteousness of God: Provided (Romans 3:21-5)
IV. The Righteousness of God: Received (Romans 6-8)
V.

The Righteousness of God: A Mystery (Romans 9-11)

VI. The Righteousness of God: Lived Out (Romans 12-16)

Memory Verses

Romans 3:21-26
(21)But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— (22)
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: (23) for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, (24) and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, (25) whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins. (26) It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus.

Romans 11:33-36
(33) Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
(34) “For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
(35)“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
(36)For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”
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Week 1
Introduction to the Book of Romans
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Week 2
The Righteousness of God: Revealed
Romans 1:1-17
1. Read Romans 1:1-17 aloud. Using your colored pencils:
- Draw a cross through each reference to “Jesus Christ”
- Double underline each occurrence of “Gospel”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Circle each occurrence of “called”
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness” or “righteous”
2. How does Paul describe himself in verse 1?

3. Write in your own words a definition of the Gospel.

4. Look up the following verses. How do they add to your understanding of what the Gospel is?
- 1 Corinthians 15:3-5

- 2 Corinthians 5:21

- 1 Timothy 1:15

- 1 Peter 2:24
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5. According to verse 2, what has God promised beforehand? Think back to the Old Testament. What prophecies can you recall that Jesus
fulfilled?

6. What observations can you make about Jesus from verses 3-6?

7. How does God refer to Christians in verse 7? What does this tell you about your own identity if you are a believer in Jesus?

8. What is the purpose of the Gospel in verse 5? Do the words “obedience” and “faith” seem to go to together? Why or why not?

9. Consider verse 5 closely.
- Verse 5 tells us the Gospel is for who?

- What implications does this have for Paul?

- What implications does this have for the Church?
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- What implications does this have for you?

10. How many times does the word “called” appear in verses 1-7? Who or what is being called in each instance?

11. Why does Paul give thanks for the believers in Rome in verse 8?

12. Why do you think Paul is eager to preach the Gospel to the recipients of this letter in Rome (verse 15)? Considering the recipients, what
does this tell us about the Gospel?

13. What is Paul not ashamed of in verse 16? Why? Why could the Gospel be something people are ashamed of?

14. What is the relationship between the Gospel and the power of God?
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15. Look up the definition of righteousness in the glossary. Write the definition.

16. Verse 17 says the Gospel reveals the righteousness of God. How does the Gospel reveal the righteousness of God?

17. Look up the definition of salvation in the glossary. According to verse 16, how is salvation received? Who is able to receive salvation?

18. Consider the following verses. Note what you find regarding the righteousness of God.
- Romans 3:21-22

- 2 Corinthians 5:21

- Philippians 3:9

19. Consider the following verses. Note what you find about man.
- Psalm 53:1-3

- Isaiah 64:6
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- Romans 3:10

20. Consider the following verses. Note what you find about faith.
- Habakkuk 2:4

- Galatians 3:11

21. What do you think the phrase “from faith for faith” means in verse 17?

22. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 1:1-17?

23. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

24. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?
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25. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?

11

Teaching Notes

12

Romans 1:18-3:20

Week 3
The Righteousness of God: Needed

1. Read Romans 1:18-3:20 aloud. Mark any unfamiliar words. Write your questions in the margin.
2. Read Romans 1:18-32.
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness” or “righteous”
- Shade or highlight in a different color each occurrence of “unrighteous” or “unrighteousness”
- Underline each sin listed in the passage
3. Look up definitions to each unfamiliar word you marked in question 1. Write them below.

4. In light of Romans 1:19-20, consider the following verses. Note what you find about how God has revealed Himself to man.
- Psalm 19:1-6

- Acts 14:17

- Romans 2:14-15

5. What consequences resulting from rejecting God are listed in verses 21-23?

6. In what areas of your life do you see yourself not honoring God or responding to Him in thankfulness?
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7. In verses 24-28, the phrase “God gave them up” occurs three times. To what did God give men up to in each occurrence?

8. Consider the sins listed in verses 29-31. Place a check mark next to each one you are guilty of.

9. What do you observe about God in verses 18-32? How do your observations about God change how you view yourself? What actions do
you need to take in response to this truth?

10. Read Romans 2:1-29.
- Draw a box around each occurrence of the word “judge” or “judgment”
- Circle each occurrence of the word “wrath”

11. Define “repentance” in your own words.

12. According to verse 4, what is meant to lead man to repentance?

13. How is the righteousness of God on display in verse 11?

14

14. Cross-reference Romans 2:13 and James 1:22-23. What do you think it means to be a doer of the Law?

15. Use the glossary to look up the definition of “justification.” Write the definition below.

16. Paul begins his argument for God’s existence from creation in 1:18-20, and continues it in 2:14-15. Whereas 1:18-20 focus on nature,
2:14-15 point out how God created humans as moral beings. In what ways do you see our secular culture showing that God’s moral law is
written on their hearts?

17. The Jews often failed to practice what they preached (2:17-24). In what ways are you just like them?

18. What was the outward sign God ordained for His chosen people in the Old Testament? (Read Genesis 17:10.)

19. Paraphrase Romans 2:25-27.
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20. According to verse 29, what makes someone a Jew?

21. Read Romans 3:1-20. How many questions does Paul ask in Romans 3:1-8. Why do you think he asks so many questions in a row?

22. Paul proclaims the Gospel, and defends truth in Romans 3:1-8. Which attributes of God are mentioned in these verses?

23. List the effects of man’s depravity described in verses 9-18.

24. Cross-reference Jeremiah 17:9. What does Paul want readers to understand about the human heart?

25. What is the Law unable to do according to verse 20? What is the function of the Law?

16

26. Listen to Luke Bryan’s song “I Believe Most People Are Good,” and compare it to Romans 1:18-3:20. What do you find?

27. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 1:18-3:20?

28. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

29. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

30. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Romans 3:21-5:21

Week 4
The Righteousness of God: Provided

1. Read Romans 3:21-5:21 aloud. Write your questions in the margins.
2. Read Romans 3:21-31.
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness” or “righteous”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Circle each occurrence of the “justified” or “justify”
3. According to verses 21-22, how does man receive the righteousness of God?

4. Read verses 23-24 aloud.
- What 2 things are true of “all” people in verses 23?

- Some believe Romans 3:24 teaches that everyone will be saved. How would you respond to this view from Romans 3?

5. Use the glossary to look up the following definitions. Write them out below.
- Redemption:

- Propitiation:
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6. Cross-reference the following verses with Romans 3:25. Note how they add to your understanding of propitiation.
- John 3:36

- Colossians 1:19-20

- 1 John 2:2

7. How does Jesus’ death on the cross show God the Father to be both “just and the justifier” of the one who has faith (verse 26)?

Read Romans 3:27-31.
8. What does being justified by faith do to our boasting? Why?

9. According to the following verses, in what should we boast?
- Psalm 34:2

- Galatians 6:14-15

10. What do both Jews and Gentiles have in common in verses 29-30?
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11. Read Romans 4:1-25.
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness” or “righteous”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Circle each occurrence of “justified” or “justify”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “counted to” or “counted as”
12. Review the occurrences you marked for “counted to” or “counted as.” Explain in your own words what this phrase means.

13. How was Abraham justified? What did his faith accomplish? Which occurred first - circumcision or being made righteous? (v. 9-11)

14. According to verse 11, what is circumcision? Consider Romans 4:11 in the NIV, CSB, and NASB to help with your answer.

15. Compare Romans 4:13-24 with Galatians 3:10-29. How does this passage add to your understanding of Paul’s message to the Romans?

16. What characterized Abraham’s belief in God (saving faith) in Romans 4:16-23?
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17. Read Romans 5:1-21.
- Circle each occurrence of “justify” or “justified”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Underline in a different color each occurrence of “death,” “die,” or “died”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “sin”
- Draw a box in a different color around each occurrence of “grace” or “free gift”
18. Consider Romans 5:1-3. What benefits of being justified by faith are listed?

19. Romans 5:3-5 addresses suffering.
- What should suffering produce in the Christian?

- Why does justification by faith ultimately produce hope in suffering? See 5:2, 4, and 5.

20. Read Romans 5:6-8. When did Jesus die for us? Why is that significant?

21. In Romans 5:6-10, what are the four terms Paul uses to describe man’s condition without Jesus?

22. Look up “reconciliation” in the glossary, and write the definition below.
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23. Rewrite Romans 5:10 in your own words.

24. How did sin and death enter the world? How did grace enter the world?

25. In verses 15-21, Paul contrasts the “trespass,” Adam’s disobedience to God in the Garden of Eden, with the “free gift,” salvation by faith in
Jesus. Using the table below, list what you find about sin versus grace.
SIN

GRACE

26. What does Paul mean in Romans 5:20 that “the Law came in to increase the trespass?” Consider Galatians 3:20 as you answer.
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27. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 3:21-5:21?

28. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

29. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

30. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Romans 6:1-7:25

Week 5
The Righteousness of God: Received

1. Read Romans 6:1-23.
- Underline each occurrence of “death,” “die,” or “died”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “sin”
- Draw a box in a different color around each occurrence of “grace”
- Circle each occurrence of “slaves” or “enslaved”
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness”
2. Paul anticipates two objections to his teaching in verses 1 and 15.
- What objection is raised in verse 1? How does Paul answer it?

- What objection is raised in verse 15? How does Paul answer it?

3. Romans 6 teaches the believer in Jesus the doctrine of being “united with Christ.” Look through verses 4-8 for each occurrence of “with
him” or “with Christ.” List what happens in each occurrence.

4. Romans 6:2 says believers in Jesus have died to sin. How does Paul explain what that means? See verses 3-7.

5. What implications of having “died with Christ” do you see in verses 8-10?
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6. We know that Jesus is the propitiation, the wrath absorbing sacrifice (Rom. 3:25), for our sin. Read Romans 6:10.
- How many times did Christ die for sin?

- Read Hebrews 7:27-28. How would this idea have been transformational for new Christians, especially Jewish ones, who were
used to a system of animal sacrifice?

- What implications does this have for you?

7. Paul makes a transition between Romans 6:1-11 and Romans 6:12-14. How would you summarize each section?
- verses 1-11

- verses 12-14

8. What motivation does Paul offer for holy living in verse 14?
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9. According to verses 15-23, are Christians ever completely free to do as they please? Why or why not?

10. Read Romans 6:16. What two masters are listed? What does obedience to each yield?

11. What results of being a slave to God do you find in Romans 6:22?

12. Read Romans 7:1-25.
- Underline each occurrence of “death,” “die,” or “died”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “sin”
13. Cross-reference Romans 7:4 with the following Scriptures. How do these add to your understanding of Romans 7?
- Ephesians 2:13-16

- Colossians 1:22-23

- Colossians 2:13-14

14. According to verse 4, what is the purpose in belonging to Christ?
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15. In Romans 7:7, Paul highlights a particular sin. What is it? Why do you think he lists this sin?

16. How does Paul describe the Law positively in the following verses?
- 7:10

- 7:12

- 7:13

- 7:14

17. What effects of sin on the Law are described in the following verses?
- 7:8

- 7:9

- 7:10

- 7:11

- 7:13

18. Sometimes Paul seems to be burdened the Law (verses 9-11), and sometimes he seems overjoyed by the Law (verses 12, 22). Why do you
think this is the case?
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19. According to Galatians 5:17-18, why is Romans 7:15 true?

20. Why does the believer experience the struggle with sin that Paul describes in Romans 7 if he is united with Christ as described in Romans
6?

21. In what ways have you personally experienced the inner battle Paul describes in Romans 7:18-23?

22. Summarize from the following passages Paul’s description of his experience in fighting sin. See Psalm 119:35 and 2 Corinthians 4:16 for
further clarity.
- 7:21

- 7:22

- 7:23

23. How does Paul describe himself in verse 24? Where does he find hope in that state from verse 25?
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24. In what ways do you long for deliverance from your body of death (verse 25)?

25. How can you use verses 24-25 to preach the Gospel to yourself this week? Write out a few simple statements that you can repeat to
yourself in times of need.

26. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 6:1-7:25?

27. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

28. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

29. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Romans 8:1-39

Week 6
The Righteousness of God: Received

1. Read Romans 8:1-39 aloud. Write your questions in the margin.
2. Read Romans 8:1-11.
- Draw a cross through each occurrence of “Jesus Christ”
- Underline each occurrence of “God” (referring to God the Father)
- Draw a triangle through each occurrence of “Spirit” (referring to the Holy Spirit)
- Circle each occurrence of “flesh”
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness”
3. The “therefore” in Romans 8:1 tells the reader that Paul is summarizing and concluding his previous arguments. Look back at the following
verses and note what Paul wants his readers to remember when arriving in Romans 8:1.
- Romans 1:18-21

- Romans 2:1-3,5

- Romans 3:21-26

- Romans 5:1-2

- Romans 5:8

- Romans 6:5-7

- Romans 7:6
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4. Romans 8:1 says there is “no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
- Write Romans 8:1 in your own words, as if you were trying to explain this idea to a friend.

future?

- What does it mean that there is “no condemnation” for those who are in Christ in regard to the Christian’s past, present, and

- If you know Jesus as Savior, in what ways is this truth practical for you in daily life?

5. According to verses 3-4, what has God the Father accomplished? What does this tell you about the heart of God? What are you now able to
do as a result?
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6. People who live according the flesh are fundamentally different than those who live according to the Spirit. Consider Romans 8:1-11 and
record the differences between these two types of people.
“Those who are in the flesh”

“Those who are in the Spirit”

7. What does Romans 8:7 say about the relationship between the person who is in the flesh and God? How does this answer those who
would make the claim that people are basically good, and through their own goodness they can attain eternal life?

8. Romans 8:8 undercuts our ability to say that we “chose” God. Read the verse and answer the following questions.
- Is verse 8 referring to a saved person living in the flesh or an unsaved person? (See verse 9 for clarity)

- Would an unbeliever “choosing” God be pleasing to God?
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- Is this truth difficult for you to embrace? Why or why not?

9. Read Romans 8:12-17.
- Draw a cross through each occurrence of “Jesus Christ”
- Underline each occurrence of “God” (referring to God the Father)
- Draw a triangle through each occurrence of “Spirit” (referring to the Holy Spirit)
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “sons” or “children”
10. According to verse 12, Christians are debtors. To whom are they in debt? Why?

11. Cross-reference Colossians 3:5-10 with Romans 8:13. How does this passage add to your understanding of what Paul is teaching?

12. Consider Romans 8:14-17.
- What new identity is given to Christians in verse 14?

- What implications does this new identity have?

- Why does it make a difference?
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13. Romans 8:17 seems to provide conflicting information. Believers are coheirs with Christ who will reign with him, providing we suffer with
him.
- Read Romans 8:17 in the NIV and CSB versions. How do these readings add to your understanding of the text?

- Consider the following passages. How do they add to your understanding of suffering and Romans 8:17?
- Acts 14:22

- 2 Corinthians 1:7

- 2 Timothy 2:11-13

14. Read Romans 8:18-30.
- Draw a cross through each occurrence of “Jesus Christ”
- Underline each occurrence of “God” (referring to God the Father)
- Draw a triangle through each occurrence of “Spirit” (referring to the Holy Spirit)
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “hope”
15. Often, when faced with struggle, we are tempted to ask if obedience to God is worth it. How does Paul answer that question in verse 18?
What does this teach you about heaven?

16. According to verses 19-23, all of creation is in waiting.
- What is the current state of creation? What is in store for creation?
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- What is the current state of we ourselves (Christians)? What is in store for Christians?

17. What do you observe about hope in verses 24-25?

18. According to verses 26-27, what is happening on behalf of Christians?

19. Which person of the Trinity is “he who searches hearts” in verse 27?

20. Romans 8:28 is a commonly misused verse.
- What does Romans 8:28 say?

- What does it not say?

- How might it be easy to misuse this verse?
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21. How does reading Romans 8:28 in context with Romans 8:29 help you to apply it correctly? What is God’s purpose for Christians in
Romans 8:29?

22. God’s sovereignty in salvation is beautifully on display in Romans 8:29-30. How are these verses comforting?

23. Read Romans 8:31-39.
- Draw a cross through each occurrence of “Jesus Christ”
- Underline each occurrence of “God” (referring to God the Father)
- Circle each occurrence of “love”
24. What four truths about Jesus are revealed in verse 34?
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25. Look back at how you marked the text in Romans 8 regarding the Trinity. Using the chart below, note what you observe about the work of
the Trinity - God the Father, God the Son - Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit in Romans 8. (Write the verse and the description.).
The Father

The Son

The Holy Spirit

26. Re-read Romans 8:31-39.
- What is most striking about God’s love in this passage?

- Verse 39 says nothing in creation can separate Christians from God’s love. If you are a Christian, can you, as part of creation, do
anything to separate you from God’s love?

27. Why is justification so important in verse 33?
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28. How can Paul say that “we are more than conquerors” in verse 37, right after he says we are “being killed all the day long” in verse 36?

29. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 8:1-39?

30. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

31. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

32. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Week 7
The Righteousness of God: A Mystery

Romans 9:1-11:36

1. Read Romans 9:1-29. Write your questions in the margins.
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “mercy”
2. Refer to Romans 9:1-3 to answer the following questions.
- How does Paul feel about the fact that many of the Jews have rejected Jesus?

- What is he willing to give up for them (if it were possible)?

- How does this attitude change your perspective towards those who don’t yet know Christ?

3. Romans 9:4-8 lists special benefits belonging to the Jewish people. Use the chart below to look up a little more about each benefit.
Benefit

Reference

“The adoption”

Exodus 4:12

“The glory”

Exodus 29:42-45

“The covenants”

Genesis 15, Exodus 24:8, 2 Samuel
23:5

“The giving of the Law”

Deuteronomy 4:8

“The (temple) worship”

Hebrews 9:1-5

“The Promises”

Genesis 3:14-19, Genesis 49:10, Isaiah
7:14

“The Patriarchs”

Romans 11:28

“From their race…the Christ”

Matthew 1:1-17

Meaning

43

4. How is Jesus described in Romans 9:5? Meditate on this phrase. What implications does this have for you as you experience our fallen,
broken world?

5. In Romans 9:6-18, Paul works to define who belongs to Israel. He uses examples from Abraham’s offspring.
- According to verse 7, which son of Abraham will continue the promised family line?

- According to verse 13, which of Rebekah’s sons did God choose?

- Look at verses 11-13. What reasons does Paul tell us were not factors in in which son was chosen?

- Why was one son chosen over the other (verse 11)?

6. In verse 14, Paul anticipates that some will object to God’s right to ordain.
- What answer does Paul give for this objection?

- Look up the definition of mercy in the glossary. How does this definition help you to understand that God’s election is not unjust
(verses 14-15)?
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7. What was Pharaoh’s purpose according to Romans 9:17?

8. Romans 9:19-21 helps us to keep a right perspective of God and ourselves.
- What do you observe about God?

- What do you observe about yourself?

9. Read Romans 9:30-10:4. Write your questions in the margins.
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Draw a wavy line beneath each occurrence of “works”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “believes”
10. According to these verses, why did Israel fail in their pursuit of righteousness through the Law? Why did the Gentiles succeed?

11. The Jews “stumbled over the stumbling stone” as was prophesied in Isaiah 28:16. Who is the stumbling stone? (See Isaiah 8:14-15, Luke
20:17-18, 1 Peter 2:7-8 for greater clarity.)
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12. Romans 10:2 offers a startling warning to religious people. In what ways did the Jews miss the mark?
- verse 2

- verse 3

13. Read Galatians 3:24-26. How does this add to your understanding of Romans 10:4?

14. Read Romans 10:5-10:21. Write your questions in the margins.
- Shade or highlight each occurrence of “righteousness”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “believe”
15. Consider verses 9, 10, and 13.
- What must a person do to be saved?

- Ponder your own life. Have you done this? If not, what is holding you back?

- If yes, are you resting in this or depending on something else?
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16. Verses 14-15 outline what must happen for someone to grasp salvation in Christ.
- What 5 action words in these verses show that progression?

- What implications does this have for you personally?

- What implications does this have for the church?

17. From what you understand from Romans, what does it mean to “obey the Gospel” (verse 16)?

18. What does verse 20 tell us about man? About God? What examples from Scripture can you think of that act out these truths?

19. Read Romans 11:1-24. Write your questions in the margins.
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “grace”
- Underline each reference to “Israel”
- Circle each reface to “Gentiles”
20. In Romans 11:1, Paul asks if God has rejected his people (Israel).
- What 2 responses does Paul give to this question in verses 2-6?
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- Look up the word grace in the glossary. How would you explain to a friend how grace and works exclude one another?

21. According to verse 11, why did Israel stumble?

22. How does salvation by faith interact with pride (v. 20)?

23. Consider Romans 11:22. Look up the following verses. How do they add to your understanding of what is being taught in verse 22?
- 1 Corinthians 15:2

- Hebrews 3: 6 & 14

24. Read Romans 11:25-36. Write your questions in the margins.
25. According to verse 26-27, how will Israel be saved?
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26. Who is the “they” in Romans 11:28? Why do you think Paul can call them both “enemies” and “beloved” in the same verse?

27. In what way would it be easy to misunderstand Romans 11:32? How does the rest of Romans guard against this?

28. Paul concludes his difficult teachings in Romans 9-11 in verses 33-36.
- What do these verses teach about God?

- How do these verses inform what our response should be to Biblical teachings that are difficult to understand?

29. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 9:1-11:36?

30. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?
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31. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

32. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Romans 12:1-13:14

Week 8
The Righteousness of God: Lived Out

1. Read Romans 12:1-21. Write your questions in the margins.
- Circle each occurrence of “mercy”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “grace”
- Underline each occurrence of “faith”
2. Reread Romans 12 in the CSB version. In what ways does reading in this translation add to your understanding of the text?

3. The “I appeal to you therefore” in Romans 12:1 tells us that Paul is basing his next instructions on everything he has already taught in
chapters 1-11.
- In view of all that Paul has written, what does he ask that the Christians receiving his letter do?

- What motivation do Christians have to obey (verse 1)?

4. The original audience would have been familiar with animal sacrifice in both Judaism and pagan religions.
- How do you think being commanded to present their “bodies as living sacrifices” would have been understood by them?

- How would you explain this idea to a friend?
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5. What is the positive command in verse 2? What is the negative command?

6. What is the goal in verse 2? How does this verse offer hope in the daily life of a Christian?

7. How do the grace and faith granted to Christians by God enable them to view themselves more appropriately (verse 3)?

8. Romans 12:6-8 is 1 of 4 passages in which Paul writes about gifts of the Holy Spirit. Use the table below to compare the passages.
Romans 12:6-8

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 1 Corinthians 12:28

Ephesians 4:11

How are the gifts
received?
What gifts are listed?
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9. Consider others in your church. Choose at least 2 people, and write how you have observed them using the gifts that God has entrusted to
them. How has their faithfulness to use their gifts encouraged you?

10. Romans 12:9-21 describes what a Christian’s life should look like. Reread these verses and list the commands on the table below.
Do’s

Don’ts

11. Place a star next to the commands in the chart above that you need to grow in, then re-read Romans 8:13.
- How will you rely on the Spirit for transformation in these areas this week?

- How will you actively put sin to death in these areas this week?
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12. Consider the life of Jesus in light of verses 9-21. What examples can you think of in which He embodies these commands?

13. Read Romans 13:1-14. Write your questions in the margins. Mark any words that are helpful to you.
14. What does Romans 13:1 command? To whom does this command apply?

15. List what you observe to be the relationship between God and government in verses 1-7.

16. What 2 reasons does Paul list in verse 5 for obedience to civil authority?

17. Both Jesus and Paul command obedience to government. But, Scripture also teaches that there are limitations on the Christian’s
responsibility to submit to governing authority. What happens in each of the following passages that causes dissent?
- Exodus 1:16-17

- Daniel 3:4-6, 6:7

- Acts 4:13-20, 5:27-29
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18. In America, Christians face a stronger temptation to identify too strongly with a given political party than in other parts of the world
(Communist nations illustrate this most clearly).
- What would obedience to Romans 13:1-7 look like towards the party that you tend to support?

- What would obedience to Romans 13:1-7 looks like towards the party that you tend to oppose?

19. What do you learn about the relationship between love and the Law in verse 8 and 10?

20. What practical ways can Christians love others from verses 8-10?

21. According to verse 11, what motivates the Christian to holy living?

22. What are Christians to “cast off”? What are Christians to “put on”?
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23. At the point of conversion, a Christian is clothed in the righteousness of Christ (Isaiah 61:10). This is justification. Paul’s command in
Romans 13:14 directs Christians to sanctification - being made like Jesus. Read the following verses. How does a Christian practically put off
sin and put on Christ from each of these passages?
- Romans 13:13-14

- Ephesians 4:22-32

- Colossians 3:5-14

24. The previous verses speak to a Christian’s work in sanctification. But, even Christians are powerless on their own to experience a
transformed life. According to the following verses, where is the power to change?
- Philippians 2:12-13

- Romans 8:11-13

25. How would you counsel a friend who is struggling to change after trusting Christ as Savior?

26. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 9:1-11:36?
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27. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

28. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

29. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Teaching Notes
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Romans 14:1-16:27

Week 9
The Righteousness of God: Lived Out

1. Read Romans 14:1-23.
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “judgment”
2. In verses 1-5, what are the two examples Paul mentions that were topics on which the recipients of the letter were divided?

3. In what two ways ought Christians respond towards other Christians who are “weak in faith” (verse 1)?

4. Read the following verses for further context of the issues surrounding food for the early Church. Note what you find in each verse.
- Acts 10:9-16

- 1 Corinthians 8:7-10

5. According to verse 3, what is the temptation for:
- The one who abstains (weaker brother)?

- The one who eats (stronger brother)?

6. What is the reason for Christians to not judge one another found in verse 3?
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7. What is the main point Paul is driving home in verses 5-9? How does this change how you view your own rights?

8. According to Romans 14:12, what will each person be responsible to do?

9. Explain in your own words the message of Romans 14:13-15.

10. Read Romans 14:17-19 in the NIV or CSB version. How do these translations add to your understanding of verses 17-19?

11. What is the overall theme of chapter 14?

12. Read Romans 15:1-13.
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “hope”
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13. In order to support his argument in chapter 14, Paul appeals to the example of Christ. Consider Jesus - in what ways did He set aside His
own rights in order to bring us back into relationship with God?

14. According to verses 4, how does a Christian gain hope?

15. What are the 2 goals found in verses 5-6?

16. If you are a Christian, Romans 15:7 says God has welcomed you as you are. It is a striking demonstration of undeserved hospitality.
- How should this change how you view yourself?

- How should this change how you view and interact with others?

- Who do you need to actively welcome into your life this week for the glory of God?
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17. Read Romans 15:14-33.
- Draw a cross through each occurrence of “Jesus”
- Underline each reference to “God”
- Draw a triangle through each reference of the “Holy Spirit”
- Draw a box around each occurrence of “hope”
18. What 3 marks of a healthy church are listed in Romans 15:14?

19. What accomplishment does Paul claim in verse 19? What is his new goal (verse 20)?

20. We learned in chapter 1 that Paul has desired to visit the church in Rome for a long time.
What do you learn about why he has been delayed in going to see them in verses 22-28?

21. How would you explain verse 27 to a friend?

22. Paul pleads with the church at Rome to pray for him.
- What 2 requests does Paul ask them to pray for (verse 31)?

- What does Paul’s tone in asking for prayer and his requests teach you about prayer?
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23. Read Romans 16:1-23.
- Note the different relationships that are listed and how many times it is mentioned. (ex. brother, church)

- What does this list teach you about women in the early church?

- What does this list teach you about men in the early church?

24. What are Paul’s final admonishments to the Romans in verse 17? How can you obey these commands today?

25. Consider Romans 16:20. How does this verse strengthen you and give you hope?

26. Read Romans 16:25-27. Mark the words that are helpful to you.
27. What has been made known to all nations (verse 25- 26)? What is the goal of this revelation?
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28. What do you better understand about the Gospel from Romans 14:1-16:27?

29. What does this passage teach about God? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

30. What does this passage teach about man? How does this truth change your thinking or living this week?

31. Who do you know that needs to hear this truth? When and where will you plan to tell them?
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Glossary
Conversion: The moment someone recognizes Jesus as Lord, and turns to Him as Savior
Faith: Complete trust; Biblical faith is not a “blind leap,” but trust based on good evidence
Gentile: Someone who is not ethnically Jewish
Gospel: Literally, “good news;” it is the good news that Jesus has paid for our sins and made a way for us to be right with God
Grace: Unmerited favor; In the Bible, this usually means God giving us his favor, despite us not having any merit (or way of earning) his favor
Glorification: This will occur when Jesus returns to earth and gives a glorified body and soul to all believers from all times
Justification: The declaration that someone is not guilty, completely innocent
Mercy: Not getting what we deserve
Propitiation: A wrath-absorbing sacrifice
Reconciliation: The restoration of a relationship between two opposing parties
Redemption: Literally, “to set free by payment of a price.” Biblically speaking, Christians receive redemption from sin through Jesus’
substitutionary atonement on the cross.
Repentance: A complete change of heart and mind regarding one’s attitude towards God and their own actions. True conversion is always
accompanied by repentance.
Righteousness: Complete moral purity and perfection without a trace of sin
Salvation: An overarching term for the great deliverance from the penalty, power, and guilt, of sin that was bought by Jesus Christ
Sanctification: The process of becoming more and more like Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit
Sin: Wrong desires, thoughts, or actions, that come from valuing anyone or anything more than God
Sovereign: Supreme power and authority. Only God is sovereign over all things.
Substitutionary Atonement: This is the core of what Jesus did on the cross. He died in our place (our substitute) to atone for our sins. He took
the punishment that humans deserve to reconcile them to God.
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